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into eight companies, and each man carried his
spare clothes and rations on his back. They were
to advance through an unknown country to the
confluence of the Oesari with the Magdalena.
The flotilla consisted of three large and two small
boats, to be propelled by oars and by towing
along the bank when possible. They were to
make their way from Santa Martha to the mouth
of the Magdalena, and ascend that river to the
confluence of the Cesari, where they were to meet
Quesada and the land force.

Quesada took his leave of the unhappy Adelan-
tado, Pedro Fernandez de Lugo, who had organised
the expedition, on April 6, 1536. Broken down
by difficulties and disappointments, and by grief
at the perfidy and villainy of his son, the Adel-
antado died at Santa Martha in the following
October.

The march was difficult, over a wild uninhabited
country, in the Sierra de Chimiles. Provisions
were beginning to run short when the invaders
entered a valley where the people were reaping
their harvest of maize. They were all made
prisoners and forced to carry their corn into the
enemy's camp. The forlorn natives had put
down their loads and were standing disconsolate,